
Esteemed Guests, 
 
It is a great honour and pleasure to welcome you in the name of the Constitutional 
Court of the Republic of Slovenia to this solemn hearing commemorating 
Constitutionality Day, which is celebrated in honour of 23 December 1991, the day the 
Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia was proclaimed and thus entered into force. 
This traditional annual celebration underlines the importance of continued respect for 
the Constitution and the values enshrined therein. Undoubtedly, the most important of 
these values are human rights and fundamental freedoms. Furthermore, it is important 
that state authorities function in accordance with the principles of a state governed by 
the rule of law and a social state. All their activities must also observe the principle of 
the separation of powers, which, as the Constitutional Court highlighted in a decision, 
requires the three branches of power to be equal partners. All three are bound to act 
in accordance with the Constitution and each of the branches must perform its 
constitutional competences in a responsible manner. In order to achieve such, all 
actions of the institutions and bearers of public power must, inter alia, proceed from 
the starting point of mutual respect.  
 
The Slovene Constitution is notably open towards international law. Its principles and 
rules, as enacted in international instruments, especially those from the field of human 
rights, are in fact based on the same values as the ones that permeate the Constitution. 
On the basis of the so-called European Article, the Constitution is also open towards 
the law of the international organisation that we joined in 2004, with unwavering 
confidence that respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy, and 
the principle of the rule of law has been and will continue to be the foundation of its 
operation. Together with the Member States, the European Union, whose very 
foundations were, as was aptly expressed by Professor Badinter, “laid in times of 
peace and in order to maintain peace throughout Europe,” is charged with the great 
responsibility of ensuring the continued fulfilment of its mission also for future 
generations of Europeans. In the times that we live in, finding the right path has 
certainly not been and will not be easy. It is therefore even more important that all 
those vested with responsible functions in the Member States and in European Union 
institutions muster the willingness and wisdom required to build our common political 
and legal future, whereby the diversity of the national identities that enrich the 
community of the citizens of Europe must be respected.  
 
This year we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Rome Treaties: the 
heads of state in Rome, and the presidents of the highest national courts at a meeting 
in Luxembourg. During these years we have completed the long path of transforming 
the European Union into the union it represents today. The Court of Justice of the 
European Union has played a crucial role throughout this development, as its decisions 
laid the foundations for the Lisbon Treaty, including all of the fundamental principles of 
the law of the European Union and the Charter of Fundamental Rights, i.e. human 
rights. It is therefore my great honour and pleasure that Dr Koen Lenaerts, the 
President of the Court of Justice of the European Union, accepted our invitation to give 
a keynote speech in honour of Constitutionality day.  
 
Ljubljana, 21 December 2017 
 
Dr Jadranka Sovdat 
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